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according to my measurement of 1580 feet by 750'feet, or 4600
feet in circuit, along the lines of the ruined walls. The place
is mentioned by Abul Fazl, as. Besdr,1 and it is still a
considerable village, surrounded with brick ruins. It is exactly
23 miles from Degwdra, but the direction is north-north-east,
instead of north-east. This position also agrees with Hwen
Thsang's subsequent distance and bearing to the bank of the
Ganges opposite P&taliputra, or Patna, which was due south
120W,8 or 20 miles, the actual position of H&jipur on the
north bank of the Ganges being 20 miles almost due south.
The ruined fort of Bes&rh thus presents such a perfect coinci-
dence of name, position, and dimensions with the ancient city
of Vaisfili, that there can be no reasonable doubt of their
identity.

According to Hwen Thsang's estimate, the kingdom of
Vaisfili was 5000 li> or 833 miles, in circuit,3 which is certainly
too great, unless it included the neighbouring kingdom of Vriji,
which he described as 4000 K, or 667 miles, in circuit. Now
the capital of Vriji is said to be only 500 li, or 83 miles, to
the north-east of Vaislli; and as both of the districts are
placed between the mountains and the Ganges, it is quite
certain that there must be some mistake in the estimated
dimensions of one of these. The utmost limit that can be
assigned to the joint districts, wtih reference to the surround-
ing States, is not more than 750 or 800 miles in circuit, from
the foot of the mountains to the Ganges on the south, and
from the Gandak on the west to the Mahanadi on the east.
I conclude, therefore, either that there is some mistake or
exaggeration in the estimated size of one or both of the

1   'AyinAkbari,- ii. 198. See Map No. XI for its position.
2.   Julien's 'Hiouen Thsang,' ii. 399. 90 /*, to Swetapura, plus 30
li to the Ganges, or together 120 Ii from Vaisali.   In the pilgrim's life, the
distance to Swetapuia is said to be 100 li ; vol. i. p. 137,
3.   Jnlien's 'Hiouen Thsang/ , ii. 384.